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to compete in a global economy. Hank un-
derstands that the fastest growing markets 
for American goods and services are over-
seas, and that so long as the playing field is 
level, American workers and businesses can 
compete with anybody. So we will work to 
open up new markets to American products 
and to ensure that our trading partners play 
by the rules and respect intellectual property 
rights and maintain market-based exchange 
rates for their currencies. 

Our fourth challenge is to prevent the 
Federal Government from burdening our 
economy with excessive regulations that will 
drive jobs and capital overseas. As one of the 
Nation’s most accomplished investment 
bankers, Hank understands how important it 
is to maintain our openness to foreign invest-
ment and to keep America an attractive place 
to do business. So he’s going to be a watch-
dog to prevent creeping over-regulation that 
burdens our economy and costs America 
jobs. 

Our fifth challenge is to keep America 
competitive by fostering a spirit that rewards 
innovation and risk-taking and enterprise. 
America is the most innovative nation in the 
world because our free enterprise system 
unleashes the talent and creativity of our peo-
ple. Hank will be a champion for our coun-
try’s small businesses and entrepreneurs. 
And he’s going to work to ensure that the 
American Dream is within reach of every one 
of our citizens. 

As he pursues this agenda, Hank will build 
on the firm foundation laid by Secretary John 
Snow. John is a good fellow; he’s a good man 
and a fine public servant. And he assumed 
leadership of this Department at a difficult 
time for our economy. During his tenure, 
John oversaw a strong economic resurgence 
that created millions of jobs for our families 
and made America’s economy the fastest 
growing in the industrialized world. 

John has also been an important leader in 
the war on terror. He directed the Treasury 
Department’s efforts to crack down on ter-
rorist financing, including a vital program to 
track terrorists’ use of the international bank-
ing system. John Snow has helped make 
America safer and more prosperous, and I’m 
grateful for his distinguished service. 

I’m also grateful that Hank Paulson has 
agreed to succeed John. He grew up on an 
Illinois farm. He rose to one of the highest 
positions on Wall Street, and now he’s about 
to be sworn in as the Treasury Secretary of 
the United States of America. He’s shown 
his talent and initiative as a leader in the pri-
vate sector, and today he’s showing his char-
acter and patriotism by leaving his career to 
serve our country. I’m grateful that Hank has 
answered the call to service. 

The men and women of this Department 
will have an outstanding leader in Hank 
Paulson. I look forward to working with— 
welcome him to our Cabinet. I’m looking for-
ward to working with him for the good of 
our country. And now I ask Chief Justice 
John Roberts to administer the oath. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:15 a.m. at the 
Department of the Treasury. The transcript re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary also 
included the remarks of Secretary Paulson. 

Statement on a Report of the 
Commission for Assistance to a Free 
Cuba 

July 10, 2006 

Today I approved the second report of the 
Commission for Assistance to a Free Cuba. 
I also approved a Compact with the People 
of Cuba, which outlines how the United 
States will support the Cuban people as they 
transition from the repressive control of the 
Castro regime to freedom and a genuine de-
mocracy. The report demonstrates that we 
are actively working for change in Cuba, not 
simply waiting for change. I call on all our 
democratic friends and allies around the 
world to join us in supporting freedom for 
the Cuban people. I applaud the work of the 
Commission, cochaired by Secretary Rice 
and Secretary Gutierrez. 

NOTE: The statement referred to President Fidel 
Castro of Cuba. The Office of the Press Secretary 
also released a Spanish language transcript of this 
statement. 
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Message to the Senate Transmitting 
Amendments to the International 
Telecommunication Union 
Constitution and Convention 
July 10, 2006 

To the Senate of the United States: 
With a view to receiving the advice and 

consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans-
mit herewith the amendments to the Con-
stitution and Convention of the International 
Telecommunication Union (Geneva, 1992), 
as amended by the Plenipotentiary Con-
ference (Kyoto, 1994) and the Pleni-
potentiary Conference (Minneapolis, 1998), 
together with the declarations and reserva-
tions by the United States, all as contained 
in the Final Acts of the Plenipotentiary Con-
ference (Marrakesh, 2002). 

I transmit also, for the information of the 
Senate, the report of the Department of 
State concerning these amendments. 

The Plenipotentiary Conference (Marra-
kesh, 2002) adopted amendments that would 
expand the field of individuals eligible for 
election to the Radio Regulations Board; pro-
vide for functional privileges and immunities 
for members of the Radio Regulations Board; 
strengthen the finances of the International 
Telecommunication Union by, among others, 
providing for sector member contributions to 
defray the expenses of regional conferences 
in which they participate and clarifying that 
operational plans prepared by the Inter-
national Telecommunication Union Sec-
retary-General and Directors of each of the 
International Telecommunication Union sec-
tors must reflect the financial implications of 
the activities proposed; provide for sector 
members to be represented as observers at 
meetings of the Council; and recognize the 
authority of the Radiocommunication Assem-
bly, the World Telecommunication Stand-
ardization Assembly, and the World Tele-
communication Development Conference to 
adopt working methods and procedures for 
their respective sectors. 

Consistent with long-standing practices, 
the United States, in signing the 2002 
amendments, made certain declarations and 
reservations. Subject to those declarations 
and reservations, I believe the United States 
should ratify the 2002 amendments to the 

International Telecommunication Union 
Constitution and Convention. Those amend-
ments will contribute to the International 
Telecommunication Union’s ability to adapt 
to changes in the telecommunication envi-
ronment and, in so doing, serve the needs 
of the United States Government and United 
States industry. It is my hope that the Senate 
will take early action on this matter and give 
its advice and consent to ratification. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
July 10, 2006. 

Remarks at a Dinner Honoring the 
Special Olympics 
July 10, 2006 

Ladies and gentlemen, thank you for com-
ing—Mrs. Shriver and Special Olympics ath-
letes, friends and family. Mr. President—the 
President of Iceland has joined us—proud 
you’re here, President Grimsson. And First 
Lady of Panama, First Lady Torrijos, is with 
us as well. We’ve got Members of the Con-
gress and Members of the Senate. Laura and 
I are glad you all are here. Welcome to this 
special occasion. 

We’re here to celebrate the Special Olym-
pics and to honor a woman who made them 
possible—Eunice Kennedy Shriver. And 
we’re here to celebrate her birthday. [Laugh-
ter] 

In a moment we’ll hear from this woman 
who has made it her life’s work to create op-
portunities for people with intellectual dis-
abilities. She founded the Special Olympics 
in 1968 to get people with intellectual dis-
abilities the chance to develop physical fit-
ness, to create friendships, and experience 
the joy of sports competition and achieve-
ment. Today, the Special Olympics includes 
more than 2.25 million athletes in 150 coun-
tries. The games have become a source of 
unity and excitement for its participants. 
They’ve helped raise awareness of the chal-
lenges facing those with intellectual disabil-
ities. 

America upholds the values of every per-
son and the possibilities of every life. And 
the Special Olympics are an example of 
America at its best. We share with the entire 
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